
                                                                    MNA CIRCULAR 2020 - #02 
16th January 2020 

 

 

 1 

The Pulse 

The MISSION of The Merchant Navy Association is to bring all serving and retired Seafarers together in a spirit of 

companionship, consideration and commitment towards a united lobby for the Community of the Sea 
Hi Shipmates, 

Please find below more snippets of information since circular #2020 was published 05th January 2020. 
My thanks to MNA National Secretary, Pete Sinkeôs daily publication ñMaasmond Maritime - Shipping News 

Clippingsò, Lloyds List, gCaptain, Maritime London, Flashlight and many others from the Tôinternet, not 

forgetting the items sent in by Readers and any other source I can access. 
 

MNA National Contact Points 

National Secretary, David Parsons = Email : secretary@mna.org.uk Tel: 01935 414 765  

Welfare & Events, Tim Brant, - Tel: 01472 85 11 30, Email : t.brant@talktalk.net 

National Membership Secretary, Roy Glencross - Mobile: 07738 425875   

Email mna.org.membership@gmail.com 
MNA Slop Chest, The Supply Officer:- Sandra Broom sananpete@aol.com 0121 244 0190 

If you call her, it may go to an answerphone. Please leave a message and she will call you. 
 

Change of Address????  If any member has changed any of their contact details (Postal, E-mail or 

Telephone) it is important that you inform ROY GLENCROSS and copy to David Parsons, Tim Brant  & 

myself. If informing by e-mail send to:-  mna.org.membership@gmail.com , secretary@mna.org.uk, 

t.brant@talktalk.net, R546060@aol.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

HALôs NOORDAM is the latest creation of maritime artist Ronald van Rixoort ,   

see more of Ronalds work at www.artabc.nl    
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Just Giving & The Merchant Navy Association  
We are pleased to say we are now able to offer our supporters the 

facility to make donations via our 

Just Giving page. 

This is a secure means of making payments and enables us to 

claim Gift Aid from the Treasury.  

Go to www.justgiving.com Click on óSearch' at the top right-

hand side and type in Merchant Navy Association. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Risk to Shipping Set to Rise in Middle East with U.S. Attack on Top Iranian 

Commander By Brian Wingfield and Firat Kayakiran (Bloomberg) ï  

The risk to shipping in the Persian Gulf region is set to rise following a U.S. airstrike in Iraq that killed a 

top Iranian commander, just months after spiking to record levels on heightened geopolitical risk. The 

attack, for which Iran has vowed retaliation, escalates tensions in a region that exports much of the 

worldôs oil. Brent crude prices jumped as much as 4.9% in intraday trading. ñThese uncertainties justify a 

higher risk premium,ò said Olivier Jakob, managing director at Petromatrix GmbH, referring to the 

potential reaction from Iran and Iraq.   

In October, daily earnings for some supertankers soared to more than $300,000 a day, after Iran said 

missiles hit one of its vessels in the Red Sea. That followed attacks on Saudi Arabiaôs oil infrastructure a 

month earlier. Tensions in the region have been especially high since the U.S. reimposed sanctions on 

Iran in late 2018. Separate American sanctions on some vessels from China also contributed to an 

increase in shipping rates last year. Anything that could threaten trade in the region is closely watched 

since about a third of the worldôs oil transported on tankers moves through the Strait of Hormuz, bordered 

by Iran to the north. ñThe initial impact on the market should be positive,ò Pareto Securities AS said in a 

note on shipping. Looking further ahead, it noted that higher oil prices and shipping rates would start to 

threaten oil consumption in Asia and weigh on tanker demand.  

Fearnley Securities AS said it doesnôt expect Iran to close the strait because of Chinaôs reliance on its 

crude but risk premiums will be higher for now. The event could ñtrigger attacks on tankers lifting crude 

from U.S.-allied countries,ò such as Saudi Arabia or the U.A.E., according to Fearnleys analyst Espen 

Fjermestad. The event could prompt demand for restocking inventories, he said. The Baltic Exchange will 

publish shipping rates later today. U.S. equity futures dropped and haven assets jumped following the 

strike. ñOverall, it remains too early to assess the market impact, though increased concerns on cargo 

availability should likely keep the market well-supported,ò Clarksons Platou Securities AS said in a note. 

Source: Bloomberg L.PïWith assistance from Sharon Cho.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Monster 74-Foot Wave Measured Off Northern California 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

https://www.merchantnavyfund.org/
https://www.merchantnavyfund.org/
http://www.justgiving.com/
https://gcaptain.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9d589e63fba611f84640a8337&id=ba0227dc51&e=4c72dd3685
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Dutch freighter dangerous sailing caused by faulty autopilot By : Erofey 

Schkvark  

 
File photo of the MOEZELBORG Photo : Simon Wolf © 

         

MRCC Gris-Nez, France, was alerted at 0520 UTC Jan 1 on dangerous movement of Dutch general cargo 

ship MOEZELBORG SW of Boulogne, English Channel. The ship didnôt change course as she should, 

and was heading for sandbanks in general direction of French coast. Voice contact was established, 

understood the ship was out of control, cause not clarified. Patrol boat was sent, check team boarded the 

ship and, understood, didnôt find any violations like intoxication. As a precaution, boat escorted 

MOEZELBORG for some time, to make sure vessel is safe. MOEZELBORG is en route from Portugal to 

Finland.  
 

 
UPDATE: The ship didnôt change course as plotted because of faulty autopilot. General cargo ship 

MOEZELBORG, IMO 9180839, dwt 9200, built 1999, flag Netherlands, manager WAGENBORG 

SHIPPING BV. Source : maritimebulletin.   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



                                                                    MNA CIRCULAR 2020 - #02 
16th January 2020 

 

 

 4 

The Pulse 

Cruise Line Building a Nearly 10,000 Passenger Cruise Ship with a Theme 

Park By Ben Souza  

Dream Cruises is building a 204,000 gross ton cruise ship that will not only carry nearly 10,000 

passengers at maximum capacity, but will also have the first ever cruise ship theme park with the longest 

roller coaster at sea. In 2021, Dream Cruises will debut GLOBAL DREAM, the first of two Global class 

cruise ships from the cruise line. The cruise ship is currently under construction and will carry more 

passengers than any other ship in the world Apart from the theme park, amenities will include a Cineplex, 

Asian and Western spas, ample shopping facilities as well as authentic Asian and international dining 

experiences and fast food restaurants.  

 Designed for two guests, the 2,500 staterooms 

can also accommodate up to four with a unique 

two bathroom design to allow several people to 

get ready at once and a sofa bed that easily 

unfolds to sleep two comfortably. A thoughtful 

touch is a privacy curtain that can be closed to 

divide the room into separate seating and 

sleeping areas, making the cabins suitable for 

families and group travelers. The cabins will be 

approximately 15% larger than standard cruise 

ship staterooms.  
  

State-of-the-art technology will include Bluetooth locks and a new smart system allowing passengers to 

control different functions such as the LED mood lighting and climate control with a smartphone app, 

voice recognition or through a touchscreen control panel. Smart sensors will also be able to detect 

occupants in the cabin to automatically adjust the lights and temperature for better energy efficiency and 

triple vent air-conditioning outlets ensure even air distribution for maximum comfort. The ñSpace 

Cruiserò will be the highlight of the ñDream Park at the Pierò ï first-ever theme park concept at sea that 

will push the envelope of entertainment and leisure facilities available at sea for discerning cruise 

passengers looking for unique experiences. Each of the three Spike carts will provide interactive driving 

excitement for up to two riders per vehicle with inline seats and an integrated throttle allowing guests to 

control the speed of the ride. Due to the unusual perspective, the driver of the ñSpace Cruiserò will have 

the feeling of flying over the sea. Theme Park With something for everyone, ñDream Park at the Pierò 

assembles a myriad of attractions including:  
  

Å Bounce Activity Park ï Spread out over the size of a basketball court, this inflatable park isnôt the same 

old bouncy castles found at kiddie parties. Guests can run, bounce, dance and jump their way around the 

massive bouncy obstacle course for the ultimate nostalgia trip.  

Å Jump! ï Bounce around to your heartôs content in a special trampoline park that will have you jumping 

for joy!  

Å Shark Bay ï Unleash your inner daredevil on our bungee trampoline. Accomplish acrobatic feats while 

attached to a safety harness for maximum fun.  

Å Wipe Out ï Ride the waves at our on board surf simulator. Whether you hang ten or hang out, youôll 

have a wet and wild time with your friends.  

Å Cosmic Chaos ï Spin, twirl, give it a whirl. Become a human gyro and get ready to tumble.  

Å Kranky Kraken ï Kiddies can make friends with our amiable octopus and fly around in one of his many 

arms.  

Å Little Dreamers Ride ï Tiny tots can test their driving skills in our mini karts for some race-car hijinks ï 

all in a safe and controlled environment.  

Å And much, much more!  

GLOBAL DREAM  will have 28 elevators and eight sets of escalators. The Global Class ships will also 

be the largest cruise ships ever built in Germany and the worldôs largest cruise ships in terms of passenger 

capacity. Source: Cruise Fever  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Fatal Fall In Cargo Hold Stresses Need Of Safety Harness  
Transport Malta's MSIU issued an investigation report on a fatal fall of a crew member of the Maltese-

registered bulk carrier 'NEW ISLAND' in Greek waters, in December 2018. While in the cargo hold, the 

AB fell from a height of approximately six to seven meters onto the tank top, probably from loss of 

balance whilst exiting.  

The incident  

On 28 December 2018, New Island was at anchor, Southeast of Rodos Island, Greece, in a ballast 

condition, awaiting orders. The crew were carrying out scraping and touch-up painting in cargo hold no. 

3. The work was paused at around 1500 for a coffee break, at which point, the crew members started 

exiting the hold. At about 1500, all crew proceeded towards the aft ladder, with the exception of AB 1, 

who was noticed making his way quickly to the forward access ladder. No items were reported to be seen 

in his hands, while climbing the forward access ladder. AB 2 and AB 3 were out of the cargo hold, before 

anyone else.  

While the bosun and AB 4 were still climbing up the aft access ladder, they heard a loud noise coming 

from the forward area of the cargo hold. When they looked back, they both saw AB 1, lying on the tank 

top close to the ladder. AB 1 had been previously noticed to have passed the first platform on his way up. 

Although no one saw him fall, it was estimated that he had fallen from a height of about six to seven 

metres. The alarm was raised and the injured crew member was lifted out of the cargo hold by the use of a 

stretcher and the vesselôs crane. A medical evacuation was arranged while, in the meantime, the crew 

member was given first aid by the vesselôs crew members. The AB was pronounced dead on arrival at the 

hospital.  

Probable cause  

The safety investigation concluded that, in all probability, the immediate cause of the accident was loss of 

balance whilst exiting the cargo hold.  

Conclusions  

The AB fell from a height of approximately six to seven meters onto the tank top; 

 It is probable that dirty gloves had considerable reduction in friction characteristics;  

The fittings and structure of the forward vertical access ladder, used by the AB, were found to be free 

from any defects and deformities that could have contributed to his fall;  

With the hatch covers open, natural light was illuminating the cargo hold;  

Although the Risk Assessment D-06 required the use of a safety harness, the fatally injured crew member 

was not wearing a safety harness at the time of the accident;  

Incorporeal barrier systems did not include the requirement to wear a safety harness while using the 

vertical access ladder. 

Actions taken 

Following the incident, the company identified the need to clearly mark both ends of the vertical ladder, 

with signs that such ladder is to be used as an emergency exit only and to be used with a safety harness.  

Furthermore: he company now requires that the minutes of the toolbox meetings, when job orders and 

risk assessments are discussed; are recorded and signed by all participants. 

during the tool box meeting, an inspection of the PPE is required to be carried out by the job supervisor, 

and any worn or damaged PPE found is to be replaced accordingly.  

the company has amended the risk assessment on cargo hold entry to include the requirement of wearing 

a safety harness for all vertical access ladders (forward & aft), having a height of more than two metres.  

The accident details and analysis were circulated within the fleet, and additional safety training was 

provided to the crew. Source: Safety4Sea  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Panama Canal Timelapse ð 11 Hour Transit in 7 Minutes 
Full transit of the Panama Canal. Shot on the Ocean Princess on February 28th 2016 by Steve Noble. 

Pacific ocean to the Atlantic ocean, 11 hour transit seen in under 7 minutes. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m8TkcWhmByg&feature=youtu.be 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m8TkcWhmByg&feature=youtu.be
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Shipowners now face IMO 2020's compliance conundrum worldwide  
THE potential impact of IMO 2020 that restricts the sulphur content in marine fuel to 0.5 per cent 

worldwide has come under the microscope by FreightWaves oil experts John Kingston and Craig Fuller. 

The current preferred fuel for ship transport, high sulphur fuel oil (HSFO), is no longer permitted for use 

under the International Maritime Organisation's new rule unless the ship is equipped with a scrubber that 

removes the sulphur from the emissions before they pour out of the ship's stack. However, scrubbers are 

multi-million dollar investments and add weight to a ship. However, if the price of HSFO is cheap 

enough relative to other IMO 2020-compliant fuels, the capital expenditures needed to install them may 

be justified, reported New York's FreightWaves. IMO 2020 has the potential to impact both shipping and 

trucking. With IMO 2020 now in force, the differences in the price of HSFO and alternative fuels were 

sending signals on what the regulation was going to cost the shipping sector. The price of HSFO dropped 

21 per cent between late September and the end of 2019. Conversely, the cost of a new grade of an IMO 

2020 compliant fuel, or very low sulphur fuel oil (VLSFO), rose 30 per cent over the same timeframe. 

The production of VLSFO is going to rely heavily on the use of an intermediate refined product called 

vacuum gas oil (VGO). The expected spike in demand for VGO is one pathway to compliance that could 

result in an increase in the price of diesel. VGO is a feedstock that can be used to make over-the-road 

diesel as well as gasoline. By diverting it into the production of VLSFO - in other words, taking it away 

from road transportation and putting it into marine transportation - it has the potential to tighten supplies 

for diesel. There is a second pathway to securing compliant fuel for IMO 2020 that has the potential to 

impact diesel markets. An existing product called marine gas oil (MGO) has long been used by ships to 

meet the requirements of IMO 2020. However, MGO is a diesel product and the concern is that more 

consumption of MGO than prior to IMO 2020 will divert diesel away from trucking applications and into 

the marine fuel market. Ships that continue to burn non-compliant fuels will be refused entry by ports. 

Plus, insurers have threatened to remove their coverage of ships burning such fuels. However, the ability 

of the market to supply adequate amounts of fuel will be impacted in part by the level of non-compliance 

that some forecasters have estimated could be as high as 10 per cent. Source : Schednet   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

The 2016 delivered 250 mtr long 144478 DWT BRITiSH RESOURCE outbound from Houston passing 

Galveston Photo : Piet Sinke www.maasmondmaritime.com   (c) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Reach of The Marconi Photographic Section 
 

Something for all our radio members? 
 

http://www.essexrecordofficeblog.co.uk/6271-2/ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.maasmondmaritime.com/
http://www.essexrecordofficeblog.co.uk/6271-2/
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After Deadly Firefight, Pirates Kidnap Three from Dredger Off Nigeria 
January 6, 2020 by Mike Schuler 

Pirates off the coast of Nigeria have abducted three crew 

members from a dredger after a deadly exchange of gunfire 

with the shipôs embarked security team, maritime risk firm 

Dryad Global reports. 

According to Dryad, the attack occurred January 2nd against 

the Nigerian-flagged hopper dredger Ambika located 

approximately 3 nautical miles from the Ramos River, near 

the Forcados oil terminal. 

Reports indicate that pirates engaged in a heavy firefight with 

embarked security personnel before boarding the vessel. As a 

result, it is reported that four armed military personnel have 

been killed and two others injured. 

Three of the dredgerôs eight crew members have been reported abducted, Dryad states. 

Dryad says the attack marks the first offshore incident near the mouth of the Ramos River since 

November 2018 when a vessel was fired upon. 

In December, the International Chamber of Commerceôs International Maritime Bureau (IMB) Piracy 

Reporting Centre raised concerns over what it said was an unprecedented level of crew kidnappings in the 

Gulf of Guinea region, and advised ships to be extra vigilant when transiting through the region. 

The IMB said recent incidents, in which a combined 39 seafarers were kidnapped, underscore the serious 

escalation in the kidnapping of seafarers for ransom in the Gulf of Guinea. 

ñOur main concern is for the safety of the crew and the quick and safe return of the kidnapped seafarers,ò 

said IMB Assistant Director Cyrus Mody. 

ñIMB calls for more support from coastal countries in the Region, to provide a meaningful response, 

including, investigating the gangs who carry out the kidnappings and ultimately holding them to account 

under law,ò Mody added. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cruise Ship Issues Mayday After Losing Propulsion and Adrift By Emrys 

Thakkar  
A cruise ship that is operated by Carnival-owned P&O 

Cruises which is based in the UK issued a mayday after losing 

propulsion. During her 12-day cruise out of Southampton, UK 

the P&O VENTURA suffered engine failure and as a result, 

issued a mayday. Yesterday evening after the large vessel 

departed her scheduled port visit at Santa Cruz de Tenerife in 

the Canary Islands she suffered a loss of propulsion. The ship 

was drifting towards the northeast of Tenerife island but at no 

time were guests in any danger and everyone has been kept updated onboard. It was announced to guests 

that two tug boats were on route to tow the cruise ship back to Santa Cruz de Tenerife overnight. 

According to the shipôs captain, the issue was due to condensation which had got into the electricals and 

in turn caused the main propulsion systems to be knocked out. However, the ship did still have the bow 

thrusters available. It occurred as the vessel was sailing from Santa Cruz de Tenerife towards the next 

port of call of Arrecife. With the ship berthed back in Santa Cruz, the call to Arrecife on December 8 has 

been canceled. The ship remains in port after arriving at around 8:15 this morning. Investigations are set 

to continue along with repairs. According to guests onboard, the ship was expected to depart at around 

9:00 PMt towards Lisbon. The ship was scheduled to call at the Portuguese port on December 10 at 

around 8:00 AM before returning back to her homeport in Southampton on December 13.P&O 

VENTURA is 116,000 gross tons with a guest capacity of over 3,100 at double occupancy. She was 

delivered to the British-based cruise line in 2008 so it is fairly new compared to most major fleets. The 

ship last underwent a dry dock in 2018. Source : Cruisehive 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
MV Ambika. 

Photo: MarineTraffic.com/Bert de Ruiter / 

Acta Marine 

 
The VENTURA photo : Rob de Visser © 

https://gcaptain.com/author/mike/
https://dryadglobal.com/kidnapping-3nm-offshore-ramos-river-9nm-east-of-forcados-terminal/
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Antwerp crane collapses after being hit by APL container vessel  
By : Lee Hong Liang                           Incident Video: APL Containership Collapses Crane at Port of Antwerp 

 

A harbour crane Antwerp port collapsed in the afternoon of Monday after being hit by the container 

vessel APL MEXICO CITY 

 
CLICK at the photo to view the movie  !  The 2014-built, 9,326-teu APL MEXICO CITY was reported 

drifted as her mooring broke due to strong wing, sending her crashing onto the crane at DP World 

terminal. The crane was not manned at the time of the accident and no injuries were reported. Local 

reports said tugboats had tried in vain to stop the container vessel and the crew were also unable to 

control the boxship in time. Source : Seatrade Maritime News   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SHIP RESCUE Five people injured after Irish container ship caught up in 

storms off Spanish coast By Ana Lacasa  

The ARKLOW DAY outbound from 

Amsterdam Photo : Marcel Coster © AN Irish 

vessel has encountered trouble off the Spanish 

coast due to severe storms and high waves and 

five of the 10 crew members needed rescuing 

due to injury. The ARKLOW DAY vessel, 

displaying an Irish flag, experienced difficulties 

off the coast of Aviles in the northern Spanish 

region of Asturias during strong storms that affected the area.  Five crew members of the Arklow Day had 

to be airlifted to hospitalShortly after leaving port, the vessel was battered by waves as high as nine 

metres (30 feet), according to reports. The ship's captain contacted the rescue services to report that five 

crew members had been injured. Reports said that a huge wave destroyed part of the deck and swept five 

crew members off their feet, dragging them across the deck like something from a movie. A Spanish 

maritime spokesperson told Central European News (CEN) that the five victims include a Ukrainian 

worker and four from the Philippines.Local media said that the five injured crew members were airlifted 

to the El Musel Port in Gijon where the emergency services were waiting to transfer them to nearby 

hospitals.The Ukrainian worker, who is said to be the most seriously injured, was taken to the Hospital 

Cabuenes where he will undergo surgery, while the others were transferred to another hospital, according 

to reports. The workers were reportedly injured while colliding with heavy items on the ship's deck as the 

huge wave washed over the Irish vessel. Reports said the ARKLOW DAY arrived in Aviles from 

Dunkirk in France with a cargo of 9,915 tons of steel. The ship, which was built in 2011 with a maximum 

capacity of 11,000 tons, left the Spanish port at around 9pm. Source : Irish Times 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://gcaptain.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9d589e63fba611f84640a8337&id=5857f91c7a&e=4c72dd3685
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White Island NZ - Volcano 
Passengers on RCLôs Ovation of the Seas who signed up for the excursion to White Island were 

promised ñan unforgettable guided tour of New Zealandôs most active volcano. In fact, White Island is 

one of the most active volcanoes in the world. é Gas masks/breathing apparatus helps you get up close 

to roaring steam vents, bubbling pits of mud, hot volcanic streams and the amazing lake of steaming 

acid.ò 

Tragically, White Island lived up to its designation as a highly 

active volcano when it erupted today, at 2.11pm local time, 48km 

off the coast of the Bay of Plenty, in the North Island. Fewer than 

50 people were on the island at the time.  30-38 were believed to 

be on an excursion from the cruise ship. Five are known to be 

dead. 23 people were immediately evacuated after the eruption. 

All those rescued had burn injuries. 

More than 20 are still unaccounted and feared dead. Rescue 

helicopters and other aircraft carried out aerial reconnaissance 

flights over the island and reported no signs of life. A statement 

from local police says, ñBased on the information we have, we do 

not believe there are any survivors on the island.ò 

Daily Beast reports:  The active volcano encompasses all of the 

tiny privately owned island about 30 miles from New Zealandôs 

North Island. It has been in a constant state of volcanic activity 

for more than 150,000 years. The last major eruption was in 

2001, though the volcano has spewed spouts of dangerous steam 

from its vents in recent years. Despite the dangerous volcanic 

state, more than 10,000 adventure tourists visit the island each 

year, paying landing license to the islandôs owners. The island also hosts a mobile research station but 

no residential accommodation, and tourists are warned of the potential for eruption and made to sign 

waivers regarding the potential danger they face on the live volcano, according to several websites 

offering volcano tours. 

ñWhite Island has been a disaster waiting to happen for many years,ò Professor Emeritus Ray Cas, from 

Monash Universityôs School of Earth, Atmosphere and Environment in Melbourne, 

Australia, told The Wall Street Journal. ñHaving visited it twice, I have always felt that it was too 

dangerous to allow the daily tour groups that visit the uninhabited island volcano by boat and 

helicopter.ò 

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern was heading to WhakatǕne in the Bay of Plenty, which is 

the closest safe area to the disaster zone. She told reporters the situation was still ñsignificant and 

evolving.ò 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2020 VE and VJ commemorations 
For the latest information, see the following websites: 
  

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get -involved/remembrance/re membrance-events/ve-day-75 
 
There are details on Who and When to apply from the RBL. 
  
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get -involved/remembra nce/remembrance-events/vj -day-75 
 
There are details on Who and When to apply from the RBL. 
  
https://www.veday75.org/  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
pic.twitter.com/NcFiCWi2Yf  

ð Michael Schade 

(@sch) December 9, 2019 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ovation_of_the_Seas
http://www.royalcaribbean.com/shoreExcursions/product/detail/view.do?sourcePage=shorexByPort&ProductCode=TR93&DestinationCode=
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whakaari_/_White_Island
https://www.thedailybeast.com/white-island-whakaari-dozens-of-tourists-visiting-new-zealand-volcano-missing-after-deadly-eruption?ref=scroll
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/remembrance-events/ve-day-75
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/remembrance-events/vj-day-75
https://www.veday75.org/
https://t.co/NcFiCWi2Yf
https://twitter.com/sch/status/1203894241413304320?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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The Atlantic Challenge  
The premier event in ocean rowing ï A 

challenge which takes more than 3000 

Miles west from San Sebastian in La 

Gomera, Canary Islands, Spain (28oN 

18oW) to Nelsonôs Dockyard, English 

Harbour, Antigua & Barbuda (17oN 

61oW). The annual race started early 

December, with 28 teams participating 

from around the world. The race 

structure brings together an environment 

where teams from across the globe 

gather in the race village San Sebastian in La Gomera, Canary Islands. The atmosphere is electric as 

people help each other prepare for the challenge of the mighty Atlantic Ocean. All with the same 

objective ï to take on the unique experience of crossing an ocean in a rowing boat.  

  

Last Saturday (4 Jan) the sailing vessel EENDRACHT, crossing the Atlantic to the Caribbean 

encountered a German team at 16o 37ô N, 43o34ôW, on her way for more than 22 days. Spirit onboard 

was good and pictures were taken from both sides. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SA AMANDLA TO THE RESCUE  
While towing West of Cape Town , the crew onboard the tug 

SA AMANDLA found a sea bird ( looks like a Petrel) on the 

aft Grating. It had an injured wing. One of the boys took it 

upon himself to look after it (OS. Mwandle Tusokwakhe), 

fed and gave i 

water. We noted 

the birds 

condition was 

slowly 

improving , but 

without flight it 

was doomed.    

 

Our  2nd Mate 

made a call to 

SANCCOB for 

advice. They 

then arranged 

with the NSRI 

from Laaiplek ñNSRI 4Aò to collect the bird. We like to 

thank SANCCOB and the NSRI for arranging and collecting 

the bird from the tug We hope ñ HEROò will recover fully so 

he can roam the oceans again. Photoôs : Capt Russel Duse 

Master ï SA Amandla ©  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rocking & Rolling  in the North Sea  
Life at Sea on an ERRV 

 

https://www.facebook.com/bigwavemaster/videos/2776924809065182/ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/bigwavemaster/videos/2776924809065182/
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Svitzer Australia aids Eden residents fleeing fires By : Marcus Hand  
Towage company Svitzer Australia has helped come to 

the rescue of residents fleeing catastrophic bush fires that 

swept towards Eden on the coast of New South Wales 

Svitzer Australia posted photos on its Twitter feed of its 

vessels MERSEY and WISTARI in against a back drop 

of deep red/orange skies caused by the raging fires. 

Reports described conditions in Eden as ñapocalypticò. 

Residents of Eden, New South Wales, were told to 

evacuate on Sunday, 5 January as raging fires reached the 

town. Svitzer Australia said that more 80 residents 

ranging from six months to 92-years in age took refuge on 

its vessels WISTARI and COOMA moored at den wharf. 

ñThe team made it safely through with several emergency 

callouts performed by Svitzer pilot boat MERSEY. The 

sky is smoky over Eden and information about damage to 

the area is slowly coming through,ò Svitzer said in one of 

the Tweets. ñOur thoughts, and the thoughts of the nation, 

are with you.ò Source : Seatrade Maritime News    

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

'Mindless vandalism' of Ryde lifeboat launch tractor  
 Ryde Inshore Rescue's 

tractor was t argeted 

sometime between New 

Year's Day and Sunday 

A lifeboat service's 

main rescue tractor has 

been taken out of 

service after it had its windscreen smashed in a "mindless act of 

vandalism". The vehicle, used by Ryde Inshore Rescue to launch 

its lifeboats off the Isle of Wight, was targeted between midday 

on New Year's Day and Sunday. The charity said it was 

"devastated and angered". Hampshire Constabulary said it was 

investigating the report of criminal damage. A spokesman for 

Ryde Inshore Rescue, based in Appley Lane, said: "Our main 

launch vehicle has been taken out of service by what we believe can only be mindless act of vandalism, 

by having is windscreen smashed. "Needless to say everyone who volunteers at the station is devastated 

and angered how someone could do this do a lifesaving charity". Source : BBC 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Isle of Wight tractor dealership saves the day after Ryde  
Inshore Rescue's lifeboat launch vehicle vandalised Exclusive by Joshua Silverwood A TRACTOR 

dealership has stepped in to help Ryde Inshore Rescue after its lifeboat launch vehicle was vandalised. 

The Hunt Forest Group, the Isle of Wight's John Deere dealership, based in Rookley, has pledged to 

donate a new windscreen and fir it for free. As reported, rescue volunteers slammed the 'mindless 

vandalism' after discovering the damage last Sunday Hunt Forest Group sales representative Charlie 

Calloway said: "We saw it on the County Press website and thought we needed to do something about 

it."They need to be able to get going in an emergency. Now, if someone needs rescuing tomorrow, they'll 

be able to get to them."We are the best possible people to help in this situation, we have been able to 

order the new windshield and have it shipped overnight from Germany  "As soon as it arrives, we'll be 

heading straight out to fix it." Source: Isle of Wight County Press 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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m/v Duquesa 
Hi Malcolm,  

Just to relate to you regarding the South Atlantic during the beginning of WW2. 

I was on Westbury a 5-hatch cargo ship as third mate 

in 1962 trading between UK ports and Buenos Aires, 

Rosario, Montevideo etc. Westbury was quite new at 

that time built at the Burntisland shipyard in Fife. 

Westbury was in the Houlder group but was owned 

by the Alexander Shipping Company and had the 

white Maltese cross on a red funnel band as per the 

Houlder Line ships. I got into the habit at sea of 

having a chat with the chief steward after the 8-12 

and lunch. He was Billy Livermore from Essex. He 

related to me that in 1940 he was a galley boy / cabin 

boy on Duquesa trading between River Plate and 

London with frozen meat and other frozen products. 

Duquesa was a Houlder Lines refrigerated steam 

turbine ship of 5,400 N.R.T built by Irvine's of West 

Hartlepool. On 18th December 1940 it was captured 

by the German battleship Admiral Scheer when 

homeward bound. The Germans boarded and took 

charge but because the ship was loaded with frozen 

 meat, butter and eggs, they decided to keep the 

Duquesa crew on board to run the refrigeration plant 

etc and use the vessel as a supply ship for other 

German vessels operating in that area. And so they 

did re supplying submarines, merchant ships and 

other naval vessels. On 18th February 1941 they 

decided to sink Duquesa and removed all British personnel onto Admiral Scheer and then transferred 

them to a German ship for onward transit to Germany where they were interned until the end of the war. I 

cannot remember the name of the ship that they were transferred onto if indeed Billy told me. I should 

have paid more attention to his story. He did tell me that they were all treated very well on all accounts 

including the internment.  

In addition, at those get togethers I was told by out third engineer, Charlie Attwood, a Londoner, that he 

had volunteered for two Murmansk convoy voyages, obviously completed safely, but received no 

recognition for it whatsoever. Not even a letter from the Admiralty or other authorities. He was quite 

bitter about that. Charlie was married to a lady who was a model for the catalogue clothing industry like 

Littlewoods etc which were very popular in the 50's and 60's. 

Pictures of Duquesa ( not very good quality) and Westbury.  Contributed by Kevin Campbell 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fire erupts on Cosco mega boxship  
By : Jason Jiang A fire erupted onboard Coscoôs 10,000 teu containership COSCO PACIFIC  over the 

weekend, causing the vessel to reroute. According to a notice Cosco sent to customers, seen by Splash, 

the fire started from one of the containers while the vessel was enroute to Nhava Sheva, India from Port 

Klang in Malaysia. The vessel had to change its destination to Colombo for inspections. The fire has been 

contained but the extent of damage remains unclear Cosco has asked customers to report voluntarily if 

any of them made false declarations of cargo onboard the vessel. In the meantime, investigations into the 

incident are ongoing. AIS information shows that the vessel left Port Klang on January 3 and arrived at 

Colombo on January 5. Currently the vessel is still moored at Colombo Port. The schedule of the ship will 

be delayed until further notice. The shipôs original port calling schedule after Port Klang was Nhava 

Sheva, Shekou, Ningbo and Shanghai. Source: Splash247 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Duquesa 
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Prosecution demands arrest of ex-Coast Guard chief in Sewol probe  
 State prosecutors said Monday they have 

requested a court formally detain a former 

Korea Coast Guard chief for alleged 

mishandling of one of the country's worst 

maritime disasters, in which more than 

300 people died. A special unit tasked 

with the probe said it has requested the 

arrest of Kim Suk-kyoon, former Korea Coast Guard chief, as well as five other key officials, including 

those who supervised the western coastal unit and the southwestern port city of Mokpo, according to the 

prosecution. State prosecutors said the six incumbent and former officials have been charged with 

mishandling the rescue operations during the 2014 SEWOL disaster, leading to the deaths of 303 

passengers and injuries to 142 others. It is the latest move in a widening probe by the special investigative 

unit, launched in November. The unit has been investigating the exact cause of the fatal disaster and 

probing any mishandling of the rescue operations by the former conservative administration. More than 

five years have passed since the tragedy, but many people still believe the truth behind it and the 

government's search-and-rescue operations and other responses at that time has yet to come to light. 

Source: Yonhap 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Security concerns for shipping in the Middle East after Soleimani's death  
SHIPS operating in the Gulf region should be vigilant following the US air strike in Iraq that killed Iran's 

General Qassem Soleimani, according to United Kingdom Marine Trade Operations, which provides 

security information to merchant vessels operating in high-risk areas. About a third of the world's oil 

transported on tankers moves through the Strait of Hormuz, bordered by Iran to the north. The risk to 

shipping in one of the world's key oil-producing regions is set to rise following the strike that kill ed the 

top Iranian commander, who led the Revolutionary Guards Quds Force.  

Iran vowed "severe retaliation" for the attack, and the episode ratchets up already-high tensions in the 

region. "Whenever there's tension in the region, the risk premium increases," said Olivier Jakob, 

managing director at Petromatrix GmbH, reports Bloomberg. In October, daily earnings for supertankers 

on the benchmark route to China from the Middle East soared to more than US$300,000 a day, after Iran 

said missiles hit one of its vessels in the Red Sea. That followed attacks on Saudi Arabia's oil 

infrastructure a month earlier. US re-imposed sanctions on Iran in late 2018, and separate American 

sanctions on some vessels from China also contributed to an increase in shipping rates last year. So far, 

freight rates and insurance premiums haven't moved much in response to the conflict, said Stefanos 

Kazantzis, McQuilling Services LLC's senior adviser for shipping and finance. "Until there is another 

attack or there is some retaliation from Iran that affects oil infrastructure and notably maritime logistics, 

these prices will keep steady." US President Donald Trump authorised the strike that killed Genearal 

Soleimani, who led proxy militias that extended Iran's power across the Middle East, the Defense 

Department said in a statement last Thursday. Secretary of State Michael Pompeo said the attack was in 

response to an imminent threat, while providing few additional details. The US embassy in Baghdad 

urged its citizens to leave the country.  

Fearnley Securities AS said it doesn't expect Iran to close the strait because of China's reliance on its 

crude but risk premiums will be higher for now. The event could "trigger attacks on tankers lifting crude 

from US-allied countries," such as Saudi Arabia or the UAE, according to Fearnleys analyst Espen 

Fjermestad. It could also prompt demand for restocking inventories, he said. For now, markets are waiting 

to see how Iran responds. "Overall, it remains too early to assess the market impact, though increased 

concerns on cargo availability should likely keep the market well-supported," Clarksons Platou Securities 

AS said in a note. Source: Schednet 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fiskardo Shipwreck ð A 2,000 Year Old Container Ship 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/OldSaltBlog/~3/QYk9zn8VjpU/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
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One Dead, Five Sick in Alcohol Poisoning Incident on FPSO in Transit 
January 9, 2020 by Mike Schuler 

A Brazilian contractor has died and six others were hospitalized after 

drinking a cleaning solution they likely mistook for ingestible alcohol 

on board an FPSO in transit on Boskalisô heavy lift ship Vanguard. 

Boskalis confirmed the incident in a statement posted today to its website. 

The company said the six individuals were employed by a 

designated shipyard contractor and were onboard the FPSO 

conducting preservation work during Vangaurdôs transit from China to 

Brazil. 

According to the company, the six individuals illegally consumed a cleaning 

solution they had found on the FPSO, which presumably contained a mixture of ethanol and severely 

toxic methanol. 

The affected individuals reported drinking the substance about 36 hours after consuming it, at which point 

they were already severely ill, the company said. 

The Vanguard changed course towards South Africa and a medical evacuation by helicopter was 

arranged. Unfortunately, one of the individuals passed away before medical assistance arrived, while the 

five remaining individuals were evacuated and hospitalized in Durban, South Africa, where they are 

recovering, the company said. 

The body of the deceased victim is being kept on board the FPSO at the request of the Captain, South 

Africaôs National Sea Rescue Institute said. 

ñBoskalis expresses its deepest condolences to the family and loved ones of the deceased person,ò 

Boskalis said in a statement. 

ñBoskalis would like to stress that it has a strict zero tolerance policy with regard to alcohol on its 

offshore vessels. The FPSO and Vanguard have recently resumed their journey to Brazil,ò the company 

added. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

At 09h30, Tuesday, 07th January, NSRI Durban, Netcare 911 ambulance services and the SA Air 

Force (SAAF), were tasked by MRCC (Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre) 

to prepare to respond to rendezvous with a Heavy Lift Vessel, that was 

approaching Durban, to assist 5 adult Brazilian male crewmen suffering 

injuries sustained in an accident onboard A Brazilian adult male crewman 

suffered fatal injuries in the accident and on the shipôs Captainôs request the 

body of the deceased man would remain onboard the ship. MRCC had 

arranged a Western Cape Government Health EMS duty doctor to provide medical advice to the shipôs 

medics while the ship diverted from deep-sea and headed towards Durban. Telkom Maritime Radio 

Services assisted with communications. A SAAF BK-117, 15 Squadron, Charlie Flight, helicopter was 

tasked to respond to Durban from Port Elizabeth and a 2nd SAAF helicopter, a SAAF Oryx, 15 Squadron, 

helicopter, was made ready at Durban while the ship came closer to Durban. At 16h42 the sea rescue craft 

ALICK RENNIE launched from our Durban Sea Rescue station, accompanied by a Netcare 911 rescue 

paramedic and an IPSS rescue paramedic, to respond towards the ship to stand-by on the scene. At 17h30 

the SAAF 15 Squadron Oryx helicopter, accompanied by two Netcare 911 rescue paramedics and an 

NSRI medic and the SAAF 15 Squadron, Charlie Flight, BK-117 helicopter, accompanied by two NSRI 

rescue swimmers, responded from Durban. On arrival on the scene, 28 nautical miles offshore East of 

Durban, the SAAF Oryx helicopter landed on the shipôs helicopter pad. The SAAF BK-117 helicopter 

and the sea rescue craft stood-by on the scene while Netcare 911 rescue paramedics and the NSRI medic 

took over care of the 5 patients from the ships medical crew and the patients were transferred into the 

Oryx helicopter. Medical treatment continued in the helicopter and the 5 patients, 1 in a critical condition 

and 4 in stable conditions, were airlifted to a hospital in Durban. On behalf of all services involved 

Condolences are conveyed to family, friends and colleagues of the deceased man. It has been confirmed 

that all 5 patients are in stable conditions and they are recovering in hospital. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Photo courtesy NSRI 

Durban 

 

https://gcaptain.com/author/mike/
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Battle Ensign for Argentine Submarine ARA Santa Fe Sought 
Dear Malcolm, 

Perhaps MNA shipmates might be able to assist with referring the following query to their contacts?. 

Following the disablement of the Argentine Navy Submarine ARA Santa Fe on the 27 April 1982 in 

Grytviken, South Georgia, her battle ensign was removed and brought back to the UK as war booty. I am 

led to believe it was located in a museum in the south of England, but am unsure of its exact location. 

However, one has Irish Argentine contacts located near the Argentine Submarine Base in Mar del 

Plata and am aware that a new Submariners museum is in 

operation. One is also sure that if the Battle Ensign was 

located and returned to Argentina, such a gesture by British 

connections would be most welcome by Argentine Navy 

Shipmates. 

You might also recall the incident aboard Santa Fe in which 

Submariner Suboficial Felix Artuso (POW) was shot by a 

Royal Marine Guard which was published in the MNA 

Circular 31st July 2018 page 25, 26. See 

also https://www.elsnorkel.com/2015/04/historia-de-la-

muerte-y-conmemoracion-felix-artuso.html. Felix was later 

buried with full Royal Navy military honours in Grytviken Cemetery. The return of ARA Santa Fe's 

Battle Ensign would mean a lot to all concerned. Any assistance towards this endeavour would be most 

appreciated. Attached photo of the ensign obtained from a source in Argentina. 

Best Wishes 

Peter Mulvany BCL, HDip Arts Admin, Chairperson, Irish Seamen's Relatives Association (1939-46) 

http://www.irishseamensrelativesassociation.com   Mobile: 00353872769707 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fire Aboard Cosco Boxship Caused by Container Load of Batteries  
The container fire aboard the boxship COSCO PACIFIC last weekend was caused by a misdeclared cargo 

of lithium batteries, Cosco told customers in an update Thursday. Lithium-ion batteries are classified as 

dangerous goods under the IMDG code and must be declared, but the bill of lading for the affected 

containers listed their contents as "spare parts and accessories," according to Cosco. The boxes were 

loaded in Nansha and were bound for Nhava Sheva, India.  The carrier asserted that a competing Asian 

shipping line was the cargo owner for the affected containers.  According to Cosco, the fire was 

extinguished using the ship's CO2 fixed firefighting system, and no injuries were reported. The COSCO 

PACIFIC has diverted to the port of Colombo, Sri Lanka for an inspection.  The container shipping 

industry has suffered a string of dangerous container fires over the past two years, including fires 

resulting in extensive damage, general average claims and loss of life. Misdeclared goods are seen as a 

key culprit in the epidemic, and ocean carriers have stepped up efforts to improve compliance among 

their customers. In response to the growing hazard, Hapag-Lloyd is implementing a stiff fine of $15,000 

per container for misdeclared hazardous cargoes - plus any costs required to mitigate the violation. The 

problem is a focus for insurers, as well. According to estimates from TT Club, cargo packing and fire are 

together responsible for nearly 25 percent of all incidents and over 25 percent of total claims costs for the 

insurer. In 2019, the International Union of Marine Insurance launched an initiative to study issues with 

container ship firefighting, IMDG Code exceptions and the ongoing problem of misdeclaration of goods. 

Source: MAREX 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Video: Russian Destroyer óAggressively Approachedô U.S. Navy Ship in Arabian 

Sea ï Fifth Fleet 
I would not call it as aggressive but I would call it bad ship handling poop seamanship é having read the 

reports of previous US Navy incidents I wonder if in-fact they did not cross close across the Russian é 

Just saying  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.elsnorkel.com/2015/04/historia-de-la-muerte-y-conmemoracion-felix-artuso.html
https://www.elsnorkel.com/2015/04/historia-de-la-muerte-y-conmemoracion-felix-artuso.html
http://www.irishseamensrelativesassociation.com/
https://gcaptain.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9d589e63fba611f84640a8337&id=481fdfa5eb&e=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9d589e63fba611f84640a8337&id=481fdfa5eb&e=4c72dd3685
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1st Quarter Advice Update from SAIL 
 

 
ADVICE AREA 

 
SUBJECT  

 
WHATôS HAPPENING 

Housing Rental reforms 
announced in 
Queenôs Speech 

A new Renters Reform Bill will abolish section 21 
ñno faultò evictions, introduce new lifetime deposits 
for renters, and also give greater rights to landlords 
to repossess where they have a ñvalid reasonò. 

Debt Payday lenders The largest remaining payday loan firm ï QuickQuid 
- went in to administration, and the compensation for 
Wonga customers will be much lower than 
expected. 

Debt Get good quality 
advice and get it 

early 

There are many free debt advice services, including 
SAIL. Our suggestions ï get advice as early as 
possible; and check your adviser is registered with 
the FCA to give 1-to-1 debt advice. 

Consumer Product recalls by 
Whirlpool 

Over 500,000 Hotpoint and Indesit washing 
machines are being recalled due to a fire hazard. It 
affects machines bought between October 14 and 
February 18. 

Consumer Motor finance 
reforms 

The FCA banned motor finance where brokers got 
more commission when customers paid a higher 
interest rate. 

Benefits End of benefit 
freeze 

Just ahead of the General Election it was 
announced that the 5 year freeze on working age 
benefit payments would end in April. Many benefits 
will rise by the inflation rate 1.7%. The State 
Retirement Pension rises by more, in line with 
average earnings. 

Benefits  General news Research on food bank users stated benefit 
problems were the major cause of lack of money. 
Misleading Universal Credit adverts from the DWP 
were banned. And the DWP launched its own 
Facebook page. 

Benefits Blue badge 
changes  

Over 12,000 new applications for Blue Badges have 
been approved since the 2019 changes which 
allowed those with ñhiddenò disabilities to apply. 

If you need more information, please contact SAIL free on 
0800 160 1842 or email advice@sailine.org.uk 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Global Shipping Faces Troubling New Smuggling Questions  
Global shipping companies are wrestling with apparent growing demand in a sector that they donôt want 

and that has law enforcement authorities around the world on high alert. Ocean carriers saw a series of 

seizures of large shipments of drugs in the U.S. and Europe in 2019, and officials say they are a sign of 

the growing use of commercial shipping operations for increasingly large loads of cocaine, heroin and 

other drugs. Officials say the growing scale of shipping operations, with the biggest container ships 

doubling in size over the past decade, has made it an attractive target for drug traffickers. Ship operators 

are under pressure to deliver vast amounts of cargo on time, and the rule of thumb around the world is 

that only one in 10 containers gets checked as boxes move quickly through ports and into sprawling, 

complicated logistics networks. Containers are also the cheapest way to ship cargo. It can cost up to 

$1,500 on average to ship a box from South America to Europe or the U.S.  ñItôs remarkably cheap, and 

economies of scale work for both legal and illegal cargo owners,ò said Andrew Kinsey, a senior marine 

risk consultant at Allianz Global Corporate & Specialty, the commercial-insurance arm of German insurer 

Allianz SE. ñGiant boxships now make the movement of illegal cargoes more reliable and more difficult 

to detect.ò Seizures of cocaine aboard commercial ships and private vessels world-wide more than tripled 

over the past three years, to 73.2 metric tons in 2019 from 22.4 metric tons in 2017, according to 

Resilience360, which monitors risk and disruptions across supply chains and is owned by German 

logistics company Deutsche Post DHL. For ocean carriers and their shipping customers, the moves by 

drug smugglers to piggyback on their operations raises new concerns for international supply chains. The 

drive to stem the drug flows is raising costs and slowing shipments while highlighting the tough security 

questions that are arising as operators pursue greater size and speed An official at the Port of Antwerp in 

Belgium said officers there rely on cargo declarations to allow incoming boxes to move out of port. 

ñShips line up to dock and unload and they are all in a hurry. If you donôt have information about a 

specific box, itôs like looking for a needle in a haystack,ò the officer said, asking not to be named because 

he isnôt authorized to speak to the media. Antwerp is one of Europeôs biggest ports, handling more than 

11 million containers a year. Customs agents there seized around 50 tons of cocaine in 2018, 22% more 

than in 2017 and six times more than in 2013. Other ports chosen by smugglers include some of Europeôs 

biggest entry hubs including Rotterdam, Hamburg and terminals in Spain and the U.K. ñWe see a lot of 

seizures all over Europe, which is an attractive destination because the street value of drugs is higher than 

the U.S.,ò said Shehrina  

Kamal, a risk monitoring director at Resilience360. Once the contraband containers leave port on trucks 

or rail, the chances of being discovered drop even more as there are no border checks among European 

Union members. Cocaine increasingly also is being moved by ships doing regional South America 

sailings. Brazilôs Department of Federal Revenue said in November that cocaine hauls at the countryôs 

ports jumped 50% on year in the first 10 months of 2019 compared with the same period the year before. 

The issue drew attention last June when U.S. Customs and Border Protection agents made their biggest-

ever cocaine seizure. Agents hauling in 20 tons of the drug found aboard the MSC Gayane, a 1,031-foot-

long container ship that had started its trip in Chile and was heading into a stopover in Philadelphia before 

a planned sailing across the Atlantic Ocean for calls in Rotterdam and Antwerp. The ship was operated by 

Switzerland-based Mediterranean Shipping Co., the worldôs second-biggest liner company. The seizure 

proved costly to MSC, taking a big boxship out of operation for several weeks during the investigation 

while customer cargoes were delayed The probe also found deeper concerns in the trade. Authorities said 

their investigation showed several crew members were involved in getting the cocaine on board, and they 

used the shipôs crane to bring in sacks of cocaine from smaller vessels off the Peruvian coast. Shipping 

and law-enforcement officials say they believe about a third of cocaine cargoes from South America are 

moved across the world on commercial ships. That reflects a shift in the way drugs have long been 

distributed. U.S. Customs officials say traditional methods, like small planes operating from private 

airstrips, speed boats and mini submarines are still being used, but that smugglers are putting more faith 

than ever in the big supply chains that have grown in the era of trade globalization. The worldôs biggest 

liner operators have all been hit with drug cases over the years, and halting the trade looks like a nearly 

impossible task.Heroin also is being moved on boxships. In August, the U.K.ôs National Crime Agency 

seized a record 1.3 tons of the drug in a container aboard the Maersk Gibraltarðoperated by Danish 
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shipping giant A.P. Moller-Maersk A/Sðat the U.K.ôs biggest seaport, the Port of Felixstowe. The 

container was returned to the vessel, shipped to Antwerp and sent by truck to a warehouse in Rotterdam, 

where police arrested four people they said were tied to the shipment. Law enforcement and shipping 

executives say one way to curtail drug cargoes is to change the risk calculation for smugglers by checking 

at least three of every 10 containers before they are loaded on ships, or three times more than the current 

checks. ñThe way the current supply chain is structured is designed for just-in-time delivery,ò Allianzôs 

Mr. Kinsey said. ñItôs the responsibility of the entire supply chain to check cargo, which currently 

amounts to cursory oversight.òOf course, that would also mean slowing down commercial shipping 

operations that form a backbone of the global economy, providing a tough question for shipping 

companies and public policy makers alike. Source: Wall Street Journal 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Maxed out on ship types? Welcome the Guyanamax containership  
By : Marcus Hand  

The ultramax, the megamax, the kamsarmax. Not sure what to call a new ship type? Just take the word 

ñmaxò and stick another word, or place name, in front of it and viola a new a vessel class is born. 

Scanning through this weekôs Alphaliner newsletter ï the people who brought you the megamax 

containership name ï and up popped a new one the ñGuyanamaxò. This is what Alphaliner has dubbed a 

series of three 2,200 teu containerships being built at Jiangsu Yangzijiang Shipbuilding, the first of which 

the CMA CGM Kourou has just been delivered. Designed specifically for the trade between Europe, the 

Caribbean, the Guyanas and the North Coast of South America the three vessels were ordered by CMA 

CGM and Mafret. So why the Guyanamax name? Well according to Alphaliner the vessels are: The new 

ships have wide beam proportions with an Lbp to B ratio of 6.0, for an Loa of 190 m and a breadth of 30 

m, allowing a shallow draft of only 9.50 m for a deadweight of around 26,700 tons. These characteristics 

allow them to carry an optimal cargo load up the Cayenne River up to the port of Degrad des Cannes.ò 

Source : Seatrade Maritime News   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nine Injured in U.S. Navy-U.S. Coast Guard Boat Collision  
Nine servicemembers were hospitalized after a 38-foot U.S. Coast Guard training boat collided with a 

small U.S. Navy special warfare craft just off Kodiak Island, Alaska on Wednesday. The two small craft 

collided during separate training exercises in Women's Bay, an inlet adjacent to the main Coast Guard 

base on Kodiak Island. All six Coast Guard servicemembers were taken to the Providence Kodiak Island 

Medical Center for treatment and were released the same night. The three injured Navy sailors are in 

stable condition, but one was medevaced to Anchorage for further treatment Wednesday night.  At the 

time of the casualty, the Coast Guard boat was returning from a routine aerial hoist training exercise with 

a USCG helicopter aircrew. The Navy vessel was a 60-foot combat craft operated by naval special 

warfare personnel. Both were damaged in the collision.  An investigation into the circumstances behind 

the casualty is now under way. The U.S. Navy's Naval Special Warfare Cold Weather Detachment 

Kodiak operates a training facility on the island specialized in training for cold weather survival and 

tactical operations. Source: MAREX 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

NEW ZEALAND PORTS OF AUCKLAND TO MOVE  

On 9 December the Prime Minister, Jacinda Ardern, confirmed that her Cabinet was in agreement that it 

"is not viable" for the North Island's main port to remain in Auckland. Ministers discussed the report into 

the Ports of Auckland and if it should be moved at their weekly Cabinet meeting. The port is limited to 

5,500 TEU ships because of its depth. Dredging is not an option. Ms Ardern told her weekly post-Cabinet 

press conference that it is Cabinet's, and therefore the Government's, position the port needed to move. 

But she stopped short of saying where it should be moved to, saying those sorts of details will be 

addressed by Infrastructure Minister, Mr Shane Jones. The report estimated that the move will cost $10 

billion. The Ministry will carry out an extensive programme of further study over the next six months, 

which cabinet is expected to consider in May. The public debate is now ñWhat will be done with the 

Portôs property?ò 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Nigeria says it has rescued 3 foreigners abducted by pirates  
Three foreign sailors kidnapped by pirates in the oil-rich south of Nigeria last week have been rescued, 

the Nigerian Navy said Wednesday. The three ð two Russians and one Indian ð were saved in an 

operation late Tuesday by a navy team in the southwestern coastal state of Ondo, spokesperson Suleman 

Dahun told AFP. ñThe rescue happened yesterday around 11pm,ò he said, adding that one of the hijackers 

had been arrested. Separately, security sources said several pirates had been killed and operations were 

underway to seize the others. Last Thursday, pirates raided an oil dredger, the MV Ambika, in the volatile 

waters of the Niger Delta. In addition to kidnapping three foreigners on the vessel, they killed four naval 

personnel. The waters off Nigeria have become among the most dangerous in the world for piracy. In the 

first nine months of 2019, the Gulf of Guinea accounted for 82 percent of crew kidnappings around the 

world, according to the International Maritime Bureau (IMB), which monitors crimes at sea. Much of the 

problem is rooted in the Niger Delta where the vast oil wealth of Africaôs largest economy has failed to 

trickle down to local people and widespread poverty has stirred unrest. Pirates emerge from the deltaôs 

creeks and swamps in speedboats to raid passing ships, kidnap crews and spirit them back to Nigeriaôs 

shores. Abductions are still common despite increased naval patrols to tackle piracy along the countryôs 

troubled waterways. Source: AFP 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hurti gruten Rejects Claims of One Ocean Partnership  
Hurtigruten has issued a statement rejecting claims that it has entered into a partnership with One Ocean 

Expeditions (OOE), or that it has purchased any OOE assets or in any way is involved in what OOE 

describe as a ñrestructuring." "We fully understand the stress the One Ocean Expeditions cancellations 

causes both agents and travelers. As a courtesy given the difficult situation, Hurtigruten has decided to 

offer guests who have been impacted by OOE cancellations the opportunity to book a Hurtigruten 

expedition cruise under ñcompassionate ratesò on selected itineraries," the company said, in a statement 

sent to Cruise Industry News."We are truly sorry for the confusion the misleading communication 

depicting a partnership has caused to guests in an already difficult situation. But it is important for us to 

underline that the compassionate rate offer is made independently of OOE, and any booking or financial 

disputes remain with OOE and the traveler ï and does not in any way involve Hurtigruten."  

Source : cruiseindustrynews 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

C-Job presents AUMD concept By : Ines Nastali,  

DPC editor C-Job Naval Architects, a ship design and engineering 

company, has unveiled its concept design of an autonomous 

underwater maintenance dredger (AUMD). Developed by C-Jobôs 

research and development (R&D) department, the design was 

created specifically for maintenance in port environments. The 

team took advantage of the opportunities autonomous vessels 

provide, such as being able to completely submerge the vessel. 

This design requires less power compared with a conventional 

dredger. The AUMD has a 16 MWh battery pack that provides 

enough power for up to 12 hours of maintenance dredging. Rolph Hijdra, autonomous vessels research 

lead at C-Job, said, ñWhen we developed this design, we performed a comparison study with a 

conventional trailing suction hopper dredger. This showed that the autonomous underwater maintenance 

dredger requires 55% less propulsion power and by submersing the vessel, we could reduce the suction 

head, cutting the dredge pump power demand by 80%.ò The submersible design also increases operability 

because it reduces wave motions as it can stay underwater throughout the dredging cycle. It only needs to 

resurface for repair, maintenance, and charging batteries. The AUMD features the same hopper volume as 

the traditional dredger, although the overall length of C-Jobôs design has been reduced by 20%. Hijdra 

concluded, ñAccording to our research, even with a conservative approach, we found that with the 

AUMD, shipowners can expect nearly twice as much profit after 15 years. Source : dredgingandports 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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New IMO lifeboat requirements enter into force  
Three new compulsory IMO resolutions entered into force on 1 January 2020. These resolutions deal with 

the maintenance, testing and survey periods for lifeboats and analysis of ship escape routes. They provide 

enhanced requirements for owners and their crews to comply with. Resolution MSC.402(96) ï 

Requirements for maintenance, thorough examination, operational testing, overhaul and repair of 

lifeboats and rescue boats, launching appliances and release gear. 

The resolution requirements include, but are not limited to: 

1. Weekly and monthly inspections and maintenance by authorised service providers or shipboard 

personnel under the direction of a senior shipôs officer in accordance with the maintenance manual(s)  

2. An annual thorough examination and operational test by certified personnel of the manufacturer or an 

authorised service provider, to include: 

 i) the release gear of lifeboats and rescue boats  

ii) davit-launched lifeboatsô and rescue boatsô on-load release function  

3. A five-year thorough examination, overhaul and overload operational tests by certified personnel of the 

manufacturer or an authorised service provider, to include:  

i) the winches of the launching appliances and the brake  

ii) dismantling of hook release units  

iii) examinations with regard to tolerances and design requirements  

iv) examinations of vital parts with regard to defects and cracks  

4. Records of maintenance, examination, operational testing, overhaul and repair being kept updated and 

filed on board the ship  

5. A full set of maintenance manuals and associated technical documentation being available on board 

Resolution MSC.404(96) ï Amendments to the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 

1974, as amended, containing amendments to SOLAS III/3 and III/20. The resolution includes 

amendments that deal with the means of escape from ships and to take account of Resolution 

MSC.402(96).  

Regulation 13 has been amended to include an evacuation analysis for all passenger ships carrying more 

than 36 passengers. The amended regulation includes requirements for escape routes for passenger ships 

to be evaluated by an evacuation analysis early in the design process. This analysis shall apply to:  

1. Ro-ro passenger ships constructed on or after 1 July 1999  

2. Other passenger ships constructed on or after 1 January 2020 carrying more than 36 passengers.  

The aim is for the analysis to:  

1. identify and eliminate, as far as practicable, congestion which may develop during an abandonment  

2. demonstrate that escape arrangements are sufficiently flexible to provide for the possibility that certain 

escape routes, assembly stations, embarkation stations or survival craft may not be available as a result of 

a casualty.  

Resolution MSC.409(97) ï Amendments to the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 

1974, as amended In addition to amendments to SOLAS regulation II-1/3-12 on protection against noise 

and regulations II-2/1 and II-2/10 on firefighting, the resolution also provides new regulation XI-1/2-1 for 

harmonization of survey periods of cargo ships which are not subject to the Enhanced Survey Program 

(ESP) Code. The surveys include lifeboat inspections. 

 

Commentary  

The IMO hopes that the coming into force of these three resolutions will óensure that seafarers can be 

confident that they can fully rely on the IMO-mandated life-saving appliances and equipment at their 

disposalô. A survey in winter 2019 by the global maritime publication Safety at Sea found that 45% of 

crew surveyed did not feel confident and safe when carrying out lifeboat drills, with 89% of respondents 

pinpointing on load release systems as the greatest safety issue when conducting lifeboat launches. 

However, 88% of respondents thought the three new resolutions would reduce lifeboat 

incidents.Members should ensure that they are complying with the new resolutions and maintaining 

adequate records as evidence Source: Standard Club 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Book Review by: Frank NEYTS   
ñLeith-Built Ships. Vol 1ò 

A new title from Whittles Publishing reads óLeith-Built Ship. Volume 1. They once were shipbuildersô. 

Ron Neish signed as the author. óLeith-Built Shipsô is a testimony to the skill of the men who built the 

ships and to the many men en women who may have sailed or served on them. This history is brought 

together in vol. I of a three-volume series about Leithôs rich maritime heritage and is the culmination of 

the authorôs lifetime experience of shipbuilding. Most people may well be aware of the part played by the 

great shipbuilding centres in the UKôs history but many may be unaware of the part played by the 

shipbuilders of Leith. This port was Scotlandôs main port with many firsts to its name. Leith had begun 

building ships some 400 years before the great shipyards of the Clyde and these vessels reached all 

corners of the globe, touching many peopleôs lives. Some had sad histories while others took part in some 

of the great conflicts of the times; many were just ordinary working vessels that carried their crew safely 

through long working lives. With a pedigree of shipbuilding second to none going back over 660 years of 

recorded history, the ships built at Leith deserve their place in history and this book begins the story. 

ñLeith-Built Ships Vol. 1ò (ISBN 978-1-84995-443-3) is issued as a paperback. The book counts 128 

pages and costs £16.99 or $22.95. The book can be ordered via every good book shop, or directly with the 

publisher, Whittles Publishing, Dunbeath Mill, Dunbeath, Cairness IKW6 6EG, Scotland (UK), email: 

info@whittlespublishing.com  , www.whittlespublishing.com .   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ports to use drones for surveillance, mapping, photography, security  
THE Los Angeles Port Police have given a presentation to the Los Angeles Harbour Department, 

extolling the benefits of drones for mapping and photography assignments. The meeting was the final step 

in an ongoing plan to deploy the drones. The Port Police and Harbour Department already have seven 

such drones and have been conducting training exercises, reported New York's FreightWaves. The US 

Coast Guard has already started deploying drones to inspect hardto-access navigation markers, along with 

equipping its cutters with intercept drones that will aid the cause of slowing the proliferation of drugs into 

the US. One such drone, the ScanEagle, assisted in seizing 1,700 kilogrammes of contraband valued at 

US$55 million and contributed to the arrest of ten major drug traffickers.  

In addition to mapping/photography assignments and security and surveillance, the port drones will be 

useful in search-and-rescue missions for endangered crew. Another useful service provided by drones will 

be the deployment of small timely items needed onboard vessels anchored in port. These drone-drops are 

already in use in Singapore, which uses Skyways drones made by Airbus to deliver goods to nearby ships. 

Though currently these drone-drops are limited to four kilogrammes of material within a few kilometres, 

they speed up shore-to-ship deliveries as much as six times and cut costs by up to 90 per cent - while 

eliminating the risks of human-manned launch-boat deliveries. With the start of IMO 2020 the port 

drones will now be utilised to sniff-out environmental violators. The sniffer-drones do their work by 

flying through the smoke plume of a ship and analysing how much sulphur is in the fuel in a scan that can 

take just two minutes. Port authorities in Denmark, Hong Kong, the Netherlands and Norway have 

already been testing drones that travel as far as 10 miles out to sea in order to catch offenders with tens of 

thousands of containerships and tankers coming and going. Source: Schednet   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Penang MMEA detains Dutch cargo ship for anchoring illegally  
The Penang Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) has detained a Netherlands-registered cargo vessel 

for unauthorised anchoring at 22.2 nautical miles southwest of Pulau Kendi. Its director Capt Hamizan Harun said 

the 143m cargo vessel ANET was detained at about 12.30pm and inspection found that it had dropped anchor 

without the permission of the Marine Department director. ñThe ship was manned by a skipper and 12 crew 

comprising Filipinos (six), Dutch (three), Ukrainian (two) and a Russian, aged between 20 and 57,ôô he said . He 

said the case was being investigated under Section 491B (1) (I) of the Merchant Shipping Ordinance 1952 and if 

found guilty, they could be fined not more than RM100,000 or imprisonment not exceeding two years or both.He 

said his department will continue to intensify its monitoring and patrols in the waters of Penang and would not 

compromise with anyone who violated the countryôs laws. Source: Bernama   

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Saudi state oil tanker company suspends shipments through Hormuz 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Focusing on Seafarer Wellbeing ï Fitness and Exercise  
Seafarer wellbeing has been a focal topic for The Standard Clubôs Loss Prevention team, particularly in 

recent years. Seafarer wellbeing is a holistic concept combining physical, mental, and social wellbeing. 

People often forget how mental and physical wellbeing are linked. You can only be as happy as you are 

healthy, in body and mind! This article focuses on the fitness and exercise element of physical wellbeing. 

Posters dedicated to this topic are attached on the right.  

Fitness and Exercise  

Your lifestyle choices will directly impact your health. Exercise is a key component of this equation. 

Climbing a flight of stairs will burn five calories while walking one kilometre will burn about 60 calories. 

Instead of taking the lift, climb the stairs and aim for 10,000 steps each day. Exercise does not have to be 

boring. Gather fellow seafarers and play a team sport like basketball or have a table tennis match. Here 

are eight simple exercises which can be done at sea, within your cabin or with friends, without any 

equipment at all! They should take around eight minutes a day if done properly. Do each activity for 45 

seconds, resting 15 seconds between each one and remain hydrated throughout:  

1.  running on the spot  

2.  jumping jacks  

3.  lunges  

4.  push-up  

5.  mountain climber  

6.  squat  

7.  leg raises  

8.  planks  

Before you know it, you would have exercised for longer than the recommended 30 minutes of exercise 

per day. It takes a whole crew to steer one ship. Everyone on board has a role to play, so stay fit to sail! 

Source: Standard Club  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Drifting cargo ship rescued in Oban Bay by Rita Campbell  

A 1,300 tonne cargo vessel which was dragging both its 

anchors during gale force winds in Oban Bay was rescued by 

a lifeboat at the weekend. The CEG GALAXY had been 

blown dangerously close to the shore of Kerrera and the busy 

north entrance of Oban Bay. Oban Lifeboat was launched at 

11.30am on Saturday and was on scene within minutes. A 

spokeswoman for the RNLI said: ñThe vessel was anchored 

and awaiting mechanical repair, so was unable to manoeuvre herself to a safer location. ñA crew member 

was put onboard the vessel to assist and a towline was passed soon after. ñOnce secure, the vessel lifted 

its anchors and the lifeboat slowly began to pull the vessel forwards, clear of the shore and into her 

preferred position where her anchors were dropped again by 12.30pm.A spokesman for Stornoway 

Coastguard added: ñThe vessel had dragged its anchor and needed some assistance to a safe area to get 

shelter from the weather. ñIt was in the process of completing an engine repair and wasnôt able to 

manoeuvre itself. ñThe lifeboat helped it get back to a safe anchor where it could complete its engine 

repair. The CEG GALAXY, a Latvian-registered general cargo ship, has been anchored in Oban Bay for 

several days. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extended Drought Forces Panama Canal to Adopt New Fees and 

Reduce Reservation Slots 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://gcaptain.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9d589e63fba611f84640a8337&id=197e9b6824&e=4c72dd3685
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Time-Lapse: Two Week U.S. East Coast Run in 10 Minutes 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

California look s to expand rules requiring ships to use shore power 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

New Knowledge on Battery Safety Can Promote Green Solutions Within The 

Maritime Industry  
DMA has gained new knowledge on battery safety through a report with focus on risks related to fire. The 

report outlines different methods of fire extinguishing along with the effect of ventilation systems in 

battery compartments in case of fire. The Danish Maritime Authority has participated in a comprehensive 

project that has resulted in a report concerning safety in battery installations. The report supports the 

rapidly moving technological developments currently taking place in the maritime industry and it 

provides new and relevant knowledge on battery safety to the Danish Maritime Authority as well as the 

maritime industry. Senior ship surveyor Denis Cederholm-Larsen from the Danish Maritime Authority 

says:  ñShips of the future need more environment-friendly solutions but we also have to focus on safety 

right from the beginningò and adds that ñthis new report provides us with a general overview which can 

be beneficial to the Danish Maritime Authority as well as the industryò. This Joint Development Project 

started back in 2017 and was coordinated by DNV GL. It has been a close cooperation between 

Norwegian, Danish and American maritime authorities, different battery manufacturers, shipping 

companies, shipyards, fire extinguisher manufacturers, and system suppliers.  ñThe project is quite unique 

and the results are for example based on laboratory testsò senior ship surveyor Denis Cederholm-Larsen 

says and continues ñthe project gives us an even better depiction of what can be expected in case of fire in 

a battery installationò.  The full report including its results and conclusions can be downloaded from the 

Danish Maritime Authorityôs website or from DNV GLôs website. Guidance on the Danish Maritime 

Authorityôs guidelines for battery installations for ship operations can be  found HERE. 

https://www.dma.dk/SikkerhedTilSoes/Skibssikkerhed/BatteriLNGOlie/Sider/Batteridrift.aspx  

Source: Danish Maritime Authority  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

India Revises Directive on Single-Use Plastics  
The Indian Directorate General of Shipping (DGS) has issued Addendum No.1 to its earlier DGS Order 

No. 5 of 2019 on the carriage, use and discharge of single-use plastics and, the subsequent revision of its 

implementation schedule for the order permitting all ships to continue operating in Indian waters and 

ports and, discharge plastic waste to port reception facilities in accordance with MARPOL Annex V. The 

addendum is intended to ease implementation of the prohibition order through a phased in approach over 

2020, and to provide clarity with respect to the definition of Single Use Plastics.  As part its efforts, DGS 

issued a notice stating that its seeks comments on proposed mandatory requirements concerning port 

reception facilities for the delivery of waste from ships and disposal of such wastes. Comments must be 

received by 20 January. Source: Chamber of Shipping of British Columbia 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

New Quay lifeboat rescues fishing vessel in awful conditions By Dave Parkinson  

NEW Quay's all-weather lifeboat was called out on Friday night (January 10) to rescue a stranded trawler. 

The alarm was raised at 6.41pm and the fishing vessel was located 17 miles north west of New Quay. 

Weather conditions were described as poor and deteriorating with strong winds throughout the night. Due 

to the size of the vessel and the poor weather conditions, Fishguard lifeboat was also tasked. New Quay 

lifeboat was first on scene and established a tow. By midnight, conditions had deteriorated to force 9 and, 

with Fishguard lifeboat standing by, they started a 28-mile tow, arriving in Fishguard at 3am. With 

conditions worsening the crew stayed in Fishguard and arrived back at New Quay around 11am the 

following morning ï 16 hours after setting out A spokesman for the Ceredigion Lifeboat Campaign to 

save New Quay Lifeboat said: ñThis shout shows just how important it is to retain an all-weather lifeboat 

in New Quay.ò Source: tivysideadvertiser  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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UK ports expect smooth Brexit, as volumes decline after stockpiling spike  
By: David Osler  

BREXIT is likely to roll out smoothly on the UK waterfront on the last day of this month, although 

throughput volumes are on a continuing downward trajectory following a stockpiling spike in the last 

quarter of 2018, according to ports industry sources. While Britain is formally departing from the 

European Union on January 31, existing arrangements on customs, excise and value added tax rules and 

regulations remain in place while the details are hammered out. That should make life easier for port 

operators in the next few weeks. The UK government is aiming to complete relevant negotiations by the 

end of the year. But from a port user perspective, no noticeable changes are anticipated in the short term 

The Withdrawal Agreement Bill is due to undergo its second reading in the House of Lords today. 

Assuming ratification, as is widely expected, the UK will enter into a transitional period on February 1, 

with the UK staying within most EU institutions such as the single market and the customs union until 31 

December. After that, UK and EU customs arrangements will presumably diverge, meaning that new 

border procedures will need to be introduced from 2021. The status at that time of British trade with 

Ireland ðboth the republic and those parts that remain within the UK ðis one of the major points that 

still needs to be agreed. Tim Morris, chief executive of the UK Major Ports Group, commented: 

ñAlthough weôve been assured that with the passing of the governmentôs Brexit Bill that itôs business as 

usual around the 31January departure date, what the border arrangements will be for January 1, 2021 are a 

whole different kettle of fish. ñWeôre all going to need to work very hard and at pace ðgovernment, 

industry, agencies, intermediaries ð to put in place a whole new framework in only 11 months. Some of 

this, such as moving freight to and from Great Britain and Northern Ireland, is wholly new, and has not 

even been contemplated in necessary detail yet.ò Meanwhile, official statistics from the Department for 

Transport show that overall throughput at UK ports rose to 122m tonnes in the final quarter of 2018, and 

then steadily fell to 113m tonnes in the third quarter of 2019, the last trimester for which figures are 

available. Thatôs a drop of 7% The figures are for both imports and exports, and reflect world trade, 

which was sluggish last year, rather than trade specifically with the EU as such Nevertheless, ports 

professionals say it is legitimate to see them as an indication of stockpiling activity ahead of the originally 

scheduled Brexit deadline last March, followed by a subsequent tail-off.  

Richard Ballantyne, chief executive of the British Ports Association, said: ñThere has been a Brexit effect. 

If you go and speak to the ro-ro specialists at Immingham and Dover, theyôve all seen it.ñ 

Particularly on the Humber, there has been loads of stockpiling in the run-up to the first deadline, and 

then some stockpiling in the run-up to the end of October. òThe ports and logistics sectors now hope that 

the political turmoil that has accompanied Brexit will calm down, although investment decisions will 

likely await final agreement with the EU.  

A spokeswoman for Dover ðby far the biggest gateway for ro-ro trade between Britain and the EU ð

said that the port is expecting business as usual on January 31.Dover last week announced plans for an 

unspecified number of redundancies among its hundreds of employees, although it is unclear whether or 

not Brexit played any part in the decision. 

ñGiven the prevailing market conditions and the impact on our business, we must take steps to be able to 

operate as efficiently as possible whilst still delivering our services, maintaining our assets, performing 

our statutory duties and being in a position where we are able to grow again in the future,ò it said in a 

statement.ñClearly, it would be entirely inappropriate to say anything further before the process has 

completed and the impacts of what are only proposals at this stage are known.òMick Cash, general 

secretary of RMT, which organises both dockers and seafarers at Dover, said that the union will ñcontinue 

to monitor the situation at Dover Harbour Board very closely for any impacts on our members in the port 

and on the short sea ferry fleet.ò Source : Lloydslist  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Suez Canal OKs HFO and Bans Use of Open-Loop Scrubbers 
https://gcaptain.com/suez-canal-oks-hfo-and-bans-use-of-open-loop-

scrubbers/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Gcaptain+%28gCap

tain.com%29&goal=0_f50174ef03-7be97366ff-139894965&mc_cid=7be97366ff&mc_eid=4c72dd3685 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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https://gcaptain.com/suez-canal-oks-hfo-and-bans-use-of-open-loop-scrubbers/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Gcaptain+%28gCaptain.com%29&goal=0_f50174ef03-7be97366ff-139894965&mc_cid=7be97366ff&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/suez-canal-oks-hfo-and-bans-use-of-open-loop-scrubbers/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Gcaptain+%28gCaptain.com%29&goal=0_f50174ef03-7be97366ff-139894965&mc_cid=7be97366ff&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
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